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1. Abstract

 The book presents an exhaustive review of clearwing moths (Sesiidae) of Poland.
Thirty-two species are examined in detail. Although the number of species hitherto 
confirmedinPolandisonly31,Chamaesphecia annellata,asoneoftheerroneously
recordedspecies,isalsoredescribed.
 Adultsofallthespecies,theirgenitalia,pupae,andlarvaeof27speciesaredescribed
andcomparativelyillustratedwithdrawings,photographsandscanningelectronmicro-
graphs.
 Keys based on morphology of adults and their genitalia as well as keys to the pupae 
areincluded.Additionally,akeytolarvaeof27speciesispresentedforthefirsttime.
Descriptionsof larvalstagesof14speciesarepresentedfor thefirst time, theirsetal
maps are also provided. 
 Thenumberandarrangementofcrochetsonthelarvalprolegswerestudiedindetail,
andwerefoundtobeoftaxonomicsignificance.Theresultsofthestudiesdemonstrate
thatthedivisionofcrochetsintoanteriorandposteriorbandscandiffersignificantly,
and that the number of crochets in the anterior bands is usually higher than that in the 
posteriorbands.Measurementsofeggsof31speciesandeggmorphologyofselected
species are given.
 Many new observations on various aspects of biology of clearwing moths are 
provided.  Information on the overall and temporal effectiveness of male attractants are 
given. 
 Inadditiontomorphologicalandbiologicalaspects,thisworkanalysesfaunisticdata
andincludesasynthesisofmorethan20-yearlonginvestigationofthisfamilyofmoths
in different parts of Poland. Distribution records in Poland are shown on maps based on 
theUTM-gridsystem,theycontainbothliteratureinformationandunpublisheddata,
newrecordsaregivenfor26speciesofSesiidae.
 Molecular (COI) data of Synanthedon spuleri and closely related species indicate 
that S. spuleri is more closely related to S. cephiformis than S. tipuliformis.
 The latest taxonomical changes, such as the proposal to include Sesiidae in the
superfamilyCossoidea,arediscussed.


